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Who played the part of Christ in the            

Easter Play this year?  What can art lead 

you to?  Is this particular building brutal 

or beautiful? ...and former Moderator of 

the General Assembly of the Church of 

Scotland, Rev. Dr Derek Browning, recalls 

with fondness his meeting with Pope 

Francis.  Some of our Associations and 

Clubs are taking a break for the summer 

CHANGE AND       
UNCERTAINTY 

5ŜŀǊ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ 
ƳƛŘ-aŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ 
ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ           
ǎǳƴƴȅΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ L          
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǝƳŜ  ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎΗ      

 

L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ 
ƳŜŀƴǎΦ  !ǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ  ŘƻŜǎΦ  IƻǇŜπ
Ŧǳƭƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜƴΣ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ - ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜΦ  
tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ   

     Lƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ          
¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ IŜōǊŜǿǎ моΥуΣ ƻũŜǊ ǳǎ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ      
ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜΥ άWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ          
ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊΦέ  !ƭǎƻΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ  
ŦǊƻƳ м tŜǘŜǊ рΥтΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘΥ ά/ŀǎǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ           
ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ƻƴ ƘƛƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦέ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

     9ŀǊƭȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŘŀǘŜǎ  
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ           
ƻƴ уǘƘ WǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻƴ мрǘƘ WǳƴŜΦ  !ǘ             
tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ 
ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
!ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ 

     {ƻƳŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǳǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǎƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘ ƭǳƴŎƘ 
ŀǘ WǳƴƛǇŜǊ DǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ олǘƘ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
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Kath Hay 
Editor 

ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ hŶŎŜ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ōŜƭƻǿΦ  

       L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ            
ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛƴ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳΣ ŀǎ           
L ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƻƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ           
ƛƴ .ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нлло ŀƴŘ нллфΦ  L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ     
ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
 

Every blessing, 

Rev. Matthew Ross,  

Locum Minister 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻŶŎŜϪŎƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ-ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦŎƻƳ 
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but there are still other events to look 

forward to, such as the Summer Fayre 

at Tiphereth on 21st June or the     

Colinton Garden Club Open Gardens 

event on the same day.   

       Thanks to all our contributors and 

I do hope you enjoy reading this issue 

of The Parish Publication. 

Felice Editrice 

 

THANK  YOU...  
to the team who organise     

the bundling of hundreds           

of copies of The Parish 

Publication. 

Pictured left to right are the 

Bundlers, Irene Falla, Brian 

Falla and Alison Hirst. 

Thanks also         

go to the many 

volunteers who 

hand-deliver our 

magazine to 

members of the 

congregation. 

W ELCOME to  our  magaz ine  which  is  
packed wi th  great  s tor ies  and  a r t i c les   

mailto:church.office@colinton-parish.com
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GoHealth  

¢ƘŜ DǳƛƭŘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ wŀǇƘŀŜƭ 
όDƻIŜŀƭǘƘύ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜŎǳƳŜƴƛŎŀƭ            
/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
млл ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘƻƭƛǎǝŎ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ 
ŜǉǳƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ         
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ              
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ 
 

DƻIŜŀƭǘƘ ς ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ 

¢ƻ ōŜ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ 
ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ  
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ             
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ                

ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ 
ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ 
Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŜŀŎŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴΦ 
 

DƻIŜŀƭǘƘ ς ƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ 

¢ƻ ŜǉǳƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ          
ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ              
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ                
ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ                                                      
hǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 
ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜŀǾŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ όǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 
ŘŜŜǇ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅύ 
ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ 
 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘΥ                                       
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƎƻƘŜŀƭǘƘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ  
 

hǊ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƻΥ DƻIŜŀƭǘƘΣ                          
но ¢ƘŜ /ƭƻǎŜΣ [ƛŎƘŬŜƭŘΣ ²{мо т[5 

The sun shone and the birds 

sang for the 20th annual                

Edinburgh Easter Play                             

in Princes Street Gardens  
 

Each year there is a different 

script for the play and this year it 

focused on Jesusô gentle, loving 

way.  This was brought out by 

contrasting it with the unfair    

behaviour of men around him. 

         I find drama a powerful             

medium and the Edinburgh             

Easter Play dramatizes the Easter 

Story.  So that is a good start for 

me.  But the following aspects of 

this yearôs play made it even more 

vivid.  Firstly, the role of Jesus 

was acted by a           

Scottish-Nigerian         

actor, Michael Ogidi.  

Michael spoke with a 

lilting accent.  The real 

Jesus spoke Aramaic 

and was from Galilee, 

so seeing and hearing 

Jesus being portrayed 

by Michael made him                

a more  credible Jesus 

for me.  

       Another aspect 

that I found particularly powerful 

was when the cast of actors came 

round with baskets of bread,           

offering them to the audience.       

By doing this, they included the 

audience in enacting the feeding 

of the five thousand.  This made   

it feel as if we were in the story, 

rather than just watching it. 

       In fact, the most memorable 

thing about the whole play for me 

was when I gave the man next to 

me my piece of bread because he 

wasnôt offered one from a basket. 

It felt very simple but very power-

ful to connect with a stranger in 

this way at Easter. 

EDINBURGH EASTER PLAY ΞΜΞΡШ-ШBEHOLD THE MAN         Later, a couple of seagulls 

made an impromptu cameo          

appearance when they swooped 

down to pick up some bread that 

had ended up on the grass.  This 

was somewhat comedic, but it 

was such a familiar sight, that it 

brought the story of Jesus right 

into the here and now. 

       The last thing that made this 

Easter Play great for me was the 

many ways it included disabled 

people, both in the cast and          

audience.  For example, the           

performance made use of a         

hearing loop and there were  

spaces reserved at the front of the 

audience for wheelchair users.   

       If you would like to find out 

how to become involved in the 

play, for example through           

praying or donating, please visit 

the organiserôs website:  

https://easterplay.org/  

There are also resources                        

available if you lead a church           

or group and would like a          

presentation about the Easter 

Play.  
 

Image and article provided by a                  
member of the congregation. 

https://gohealth.org.uk
https://easterplay.org/
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FROM THE SESSION CLERK 

IAN  M ORRISON 
SESSION CLERK 

bƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 

¢ƘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  bƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ  
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǝŀƭΣ 
ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  hƴŎŜ  ǘƘŜ  /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ {ƻƭŜ bƻƳƛƴŜŜΣ 
ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƭŜ bƻƳƛƴŜŜ  
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ  ¢ƘŜƴΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿπ
ƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ ƴƻǝŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŜŘƛŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎΣ          
ǘƘŜ {ƻƭŜ bƻƳƛƴŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ  
9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ǾƻǘŜ ǘƻ                  
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ 
 

aŀƴǎŜ DǊƻǳǇ  

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ aŀƴǎŜΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘΦ  !ǊƻǳƴŘ пл ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ-ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜƴ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ            
ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
 

/ŀǊ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ       

hǳǊ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ 
ŀǘ /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ 
9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊπ
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǝƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ  /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŀƴǎŜ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝǘƭŜ ŘŜŜŘ ŀǎ /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊƻƻƳǎΦ  ¢ƻ ǎŜƭƭ             
/ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ aŀƴǎŜΣ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǝǘƭŜ ŘŜŜŘ ǎǇƭƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƛǊŜ 
ŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŘƎŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ        
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ aŀƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  
 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ²ƻǊƪǎ 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ                     
ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ           
ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ WǳƴƛǇŜǊ 
DǊŜŜƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 9L// ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴΣ        
ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ  hǳǊ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴπ
ƛŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴ 

  

Church Contact Volunteers  
¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 
{ŎƘŜƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ            
ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ 
tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜΦ  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ-ȅŜŀǊƭȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ  ¢ƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ǿƻƭǳƴπ
ǘŜŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ 
ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ 
ƻũŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ             
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ hŶŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ 
       Lƴ WǳƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƻƻǊǎǘŜǇ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
/ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ 
ŀǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ Řƻ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ Η 

ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀǘ WǳƴƛǇŜǊ DǊŜŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ  ! ǉǳƻǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ            
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛǇŜǊ 
DǊŜŜƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǊƻƻŦΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƻǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǎƭŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳȅ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ         
WŀƴǳŀǊȅκCŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ  Lƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 
ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳƻǘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǧŜǊ ǉǳƻǘŜΣ 
ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
 

CƛƴŀƴŎŜ 

¢ƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ h{/w όhŶŎŜ ƻŦ 
{ŎƻǩǎƘ /ƘŀǊƛǝŜǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊύΦ 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ нлнп 
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƭŜƎŀŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ϻрмΣрлл ǿŜǊŜ 
ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΦ  hǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
нлнр ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ŘŜŬŎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ  
ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

       CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ 
/ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ aŀƴǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ        
Ŏƻǎǘǎ όŜΦƎΦ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎύΦ  
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀ           
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƻƴŜ-ƻũ ƛǘŜƳǎ          
ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜΦ 
 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ 9Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ DǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ          
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘǊƻπ
ŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ        
ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ 

ŦƻǊ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘΦ          
hƭŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ ǘƘƻǎŜ        
ŜƴŘƛƴƎ Ŏƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ-ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦŎƻƳύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŀǳǘƻƳŀǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΦ  Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ          
ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴ 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 
 

tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ 9ƭŘŜǊ 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ     
ƻŦ /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ              
tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ Cŀƭƭŀ 
όǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿύ ƛǎ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ    
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  hǳǊ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ .Ǌƛŀƴ ŦƻǊ      
ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǊƻƭŜΦ  WŀƴŜǘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ            
ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǊ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ 9ƭŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
нлнрκнлнсΦ 
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A few hours before he died, 

Pope Francis was on the                 

balcony at the Vatican, wishing 

everyone a Happy Easter.  

Wheelchair-bound and visibly 

frail, Francis managed to speak 

the words that gave him, and 

many others, something of the  

joy and reassurance that faith  

can bring.  Tributes to him have 

come from many quarters. 

       Memories of the man who 

carried his own luggage; paid his 

own hotel bill after his election as 

Pope; washing the feet of women,        

prisoners, and Muslims in 2013 

as a sign of his humility and their 

inclusion; visiting war zones, 

prisons and slums; concentrating 

on the reality of environmental 

catastrophe; speaking truth to 

power.  Pope Francis rarely shied 

away from speaking out and 

speaking up.  His was a ministry 

that went consistently to the 

frayed edges of the twenty-first 

century because it was there that 

he felt we would encounter those 

in greatest need, and the God who 

had not forgotten them.  This also 

meant speaking out against, and 

apologising for, areas in his own 

church's past in relation to the 

abuse of children and the poor 

treatment of women. 

       Memories of the man who 

spoke about his love of Mozart 

and his personal view that                 

Mozart's Mass in C Minor, and           

in particular, Et incarnatus est, 

"lifts you to God!"  This is set 

alongside, not unsurprisingly for 

an Argentinian, his passion for 

Astor Piazzola's tangos. 

       During Pope Francis' ponti-

ficate, the steadily improving              

relations between the Church of 

Scotland and the Roman Catholic 

Church in Scotland continued.  In 

2022 the St Margaret Declaration 

was signed by both Churches to 

make clear that the things the        

two Churches have in common  

are far greater than the things  

that divide them.  Churches from 

all denominations across the 

world, found in Pope Francis a 

committed advocate for honest 
continued...page 7 

 

The Very Rev. Dr Derek Browning, Minister at        
Morningside Parish Church and Moderator of            
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland             
in 2017 - 2018, recalls with fondness his meeting       

with Pope Francis in 2017 

unity in purpose and faith.           

Recognising honestly that work 

continues to be needed to build 

and maintain bridges between 

faith communities, but being 

clear that at a local level, much 

that is good is well-rooted. 

       I had the privilege of spend-

ing time in Rome with Pope 

Francis in 2017.  Going into his 

official apartments, I asked an 

official how much time we 

would have together and he             

replied  "It will either be five 

minutes and you'll talk about 

the weather in Scotlandéor it 

will be longer."  An hour and a 

half later the official had to 

come in to advise us that we    

had desperately overrun the 

time-table, and we were keeping            

another ecumenical visitor           

waiting.  That person turned   

out to be the Archbishop of     

Canterbury. 

       We talked about the role       

of women in the Church and 

Pope Francis was interested in 

the (slightly different) role of 

Deacon in the Church of              

Scotland.  Deacons have played 

a part in the Church's life for 

more than a  century.  The           

Pope had recently set up a            

commission to study the role           

of women deacons in the Early 

Christian Church. 

       We talked about national 

and international affairs,              

including the ongoing crises in 

Myanmar and Israel-Palestine, 

and what mediating roles           

Christians might play.  Pope 

Francis was particularly          

interested in the Church of     

Scotland's active concern about 

issues relating to human                

trafficking and modern-day 

slavery and shared a concern 

about the fate of migrants and 

refugees, fleeing from their 
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homes.  I remember sharing with 

him our mutual commitment to 

work together in the face of             

national and international             

anxiety over sectarianism, anti-

Semitism and Islamophobia, and 

saying, "If we are in a position of 

privilege, it is better to build a               

longer table than a higher fence." 

       And one last memory.  We                  

exchanged gifts and he was rather 

taken with the food hamper I had 

brought, particularly the shortbread 

and malt whisky. "The Holy Water" 

he said.  He was  also touched by the 

book about St Columba, and one of 

the prayers of Columba which was 

translated into Spanish.   

      After our informal discussion we 

moved to the more formal part of 

events.  As we sat down, I noticed 

him looking at my feet, and then 

pointing at my yellow socks with 

red polka dots.  Twinkling, he 

laughed and said, "These are not 

the socks of a Presbyterian!"           

A few days later on my return to 

Edinburgh, I received a package 

from Gammarelli, the papal               

outfitters - a pair of knee-length 

red silk cardinal's stockings. 

      Pope Francis: a man of             

courage, a man of humour, a man 

of God, whose last public words 

were to wish the world a Happy 

Easter. 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio 

reigned as Pope Francis        

from 2013 to 2025 

WHY FAIRTRADE? 
 

tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ǝƳŜΥ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ         

ŀ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ 

ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŦŀǊ-ŀǿŀȅ 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΚ  

¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ  5ƻ ǿŜ 

ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ       

ƎǊƻǿ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŀǧŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ 

ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 

ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜΦ 

       Lƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŜŀƭǘƘ-ƎŀǇ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇƻƭŀǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻǾƛŘ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ  ¢ƘŜ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŦ-ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ 

ŀƎƻ ōȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƉǳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƻ ƭŜǾŜƭ-ǳǇ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŘŀƳŀƎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ  

ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŬƭƭΦ  ! ǎƳŀƭƭ  

ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳΣ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΣ  

ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ōŜǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ           

ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭǎ ƛƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ         

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ                  

ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦ   

       [ŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ 

ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  

       5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ         

tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǧŜǊΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǿŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŦŀǊ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ  

ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƴƻǿΦ  

¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ ¢ŀōƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ōȅ ƻǳǊ              

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ wŜǾΦ wƻƭŦ .ƛƭƭŜǎΣ           

ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŬƴŜ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ             

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ 

ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ !ƛŘΣ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ǝƳŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

       IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΣ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 

ŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀ ŀǘ 

ƘƻƳŜ ƻǊ ŀǘ ŀ ŎŀŦŞΣ 

ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ 

ŎƘƻƻǎŜ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ  bƻ 

ƳŀǧŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ 

ƛǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

ōȅ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ           

ƎƛǾŜƴ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦ  

 

Thank you  
 

Peter and                      
Margaret Ng 

Article by Very Rev. Dr Derek Browning,                           

drawn from the Church of Scotland                         

website, and provided by Rev. Matthew Ross  
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IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 

ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ L ƘŀǾŜ             

ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 

/ƻƭƻƎƴŜΦ  aȅ ŬǊǎǘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ /ƻƭƻƎƴŜ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΣ 

ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 

       ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

aŀǊƛŜƴƪƛǊŎƘŜ ƛƴ bŜǾƛƎŜǎΣ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ 

ƴƻǊǘƘ-Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻƎƴŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊǳǘŀƭƛǎǘ ǎǘȅƭŜ             

ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ           

ŀǇǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴΦ   

       aŀǊƛŜƴƪƛǊŎƘŜΣ ƻǊ aŀǊȅΣ          

vǳŜŜƴ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ  

ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

ŘŀǝƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ мстс ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎŀƴ       

ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΦ  ! CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎŀƴ ŦǊƛŀǊ      

ƘŀŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ 

ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ  

ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǇƭŀŎŜ - ǘƘŀǘ 

ƻŦ bŜǾƛƎŜǎΦ   

       !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴΣ CŜǊŘƛƴŀƴŘ            

ƻŦ CǸǊǎǘŜƴōŜǊƎΣ ŀ tǊƛƴŎŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΣ 

ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƛƴ bŜǾƛƎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ 

ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ   

       ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳǎ          

ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 

ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻ 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀ 

ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ōǳƛƭǘΦ   

       ! ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ        

/ƻƭƻƎƴŜΣ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ WƻǎŜŦ CǊƛƴƎǎΦ  Lƴ 

ŘǳŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ 

DƻǨǊƛŜŘ .ǀƘƳΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ             

ōǊǳǘŀƭƛǎǘ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ   

ǿŀǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ .ǀƘƳ 

ƘŀŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻΣ ƛƴ мфсуΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴπ

ǳǎǳŀƭ ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘŜŘΦ   

       ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ              

ƛǘǎ ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǊƻƻŦ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ            

ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘϥǎ            

ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ  

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ сΣллл ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΗ 

       hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ         

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ  

ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǇƻŘǎΣ 

ǎƛǩƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛŎƪΣ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ 

ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǊƻƻƳǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ                

ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ            

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜŘΦ   

       ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǿ ŎŜƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 

ƪŜǇǘ ŘŀǊƪΣ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ 

ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ 

ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƻǳǘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƭƛǘ 

ōȅ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ           

ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ-

Ǝƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΦ  

        ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǿŀǎ  

ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ        

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 

ŀǊŜŀ ƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ           

ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ              

ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ         

continued...page 9 

 

BRUTAL OR BEAUTIFULĄ? 

The city of Cologne is home to the largest twin-spired          

cathedral in Europe. It is called the Cathedral Church of 

Saint Peter and is Germanyôs most visited landmark. I have 

been to the cathedral on a number of occasions, including 

taking part in a choral  concert, which was a wonderful     

experience.  It is a most glorious and beautiful building. 
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Images:  Steffen KunkelеЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ
Gregor Zoyzoyla and                              
Inge & Arved von der Ropp 

ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ōŜƭƻǿ 

Ƙƻǿ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƭǳǧŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎΦ 

       ²ƘŜƴ L ƳŀŘŜ Ƴȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛŜƴƪƛǊŎƘŜΣ Ƴȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ  

ŀƴŘ L ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΣ              

ǎƭƻǿƭȅΣ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜŀǘǊƛŎŀƭ 

ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

ǎŜŜΣ ƛǎ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ   

       DƻǨǊƛŜŘ .ǀƘƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ             

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ-Ǝƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǊŜŘ 

wƻǎŜƴŦŜƴǎǘŜǊ όwƻǎŜ ²ƛƴŘƻǿύΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǎŜ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ƳƻǝŦΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƛǘǎΣ 

ōŀǘƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜΦ 

       ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŬƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ            

ōǊǳǘŀƭ ƻǊ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭΣ ǘƘŜ bŜǾƛƎŜǎ                

aŀǊƛŜƴƪƛǊŎƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ                  

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ нлǘƘŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ              

ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΦ   
 

Kath Hay 

Editor 

Brutal or Beautiful...continued 

On Saturday 10th May, every-

one at Messy Church went on 

a grand treasure hunt!   

       We hunted through the sand 

pit to see if any treasures were 
buried there.  We trekked 

around the hall, searching high 
and low to see what gold and 

jewels we could find.  We 

learned how to make boxes out 
of old greetings cards, in which 

to keep our wee treasures, and 

we found out about the science           
behind making tarnished old 

pennies shiny again.  The              

answer is salt, vinegar and                
then some elbow grease!   

       We also thought about 

whether gold and jewels were 

the only treasures.  What about 
our family and friends, or the 

beautiful animals on our planet?  

Could they be treasures too?   

       Our story, from The Jesus 
Storybook Bible, was the              

parable Jesus told, in order to 

teach us all, that coming home 

to God is as wonderful as       

finding a huge box of hidden 
treasure.  God is a real treasure 

but God has treasure too, of 

course.  His most important 
thing, the thing that God loves 

best in all the world is us, his 

children.  God loves all of us. 

       Songs are also a great way 
of learning and singing is           

always very popular at Messy 

Church, especially if you have 
your very own home-made 

shaker as a percussion                       
instrument.  We ended our                    

session with help from Three 

Pirates on screen who reminded 
us all that ñWe arrrrrr the                   

treasure, Godôs special treasure 

is me and is youò. 

       We hope you all have a 
lovely summer break.  Messy 

Church will return for our new 

term on 6th September.  We 
hope you can join us then for 

more Messy Adventures! 
 

                           Alison Downie 

 

TREASURE HUNT 
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This article traces my journey             

from seeing a painting of                

Colinton Church to visiting it, 

where l noticed an advert for           

volunteers for The Swing Caf®.   

       Now, after seven months of         

volunteering at the caf®, l can reflect 

on what motivated me to join the 

team.  It was a blend of curiosity, sparked by art - 

and also a desire to connect with my local commu-

nity.  Living is an art, and art has guided me to 

explore different facets of life - from visual arts to 

architecture and even culinary arts.   

       Although l had lived in Edinburgh for two 

years, I hadnôt explored the area near my            

university, Napier Business School.  My journey 

began with a visit to Colinton Church, inspired by 

Adam Bruce Thomsonôs painting Church in the 

Valley, exhibited during the Edinburgh Art          

Festival.  Thomson, a renowned Scottish painter, 

captured the semi-rural beauty of Colinton, thus 

sparking my curiosity about the area. 

       Colinton Church is more than a historic          

monument: itôs a community hub, a place for 

learning and a window into local history.  My      

research revealed fascinating figures buried  

there, like James Gillespie, a philanthropist, and 

Dr Lewis Balfour, grandfather of Robert Louis 

Stevenson.  Though l havenô t found their graves 

yet, their stories deepened my appreciation for  

the churchôs heritage. 

       One Saturday in August,          

I found the church was closed  

but discovered The Swing   

Caf® was open.  As a Chinese 

woman, visiting historic sites 

alone felt unfamiliar but the 

caf®ôs volunteering opport- 

unity intrigued me.   

       Since graduating from university, l have not 

yet secured a full-time job.  l had volunteered at 

a UK charity shop,  but due to financial con-

straints, was unable to contribute as much as I 

would have liked to my own church.  On a dif-

ferent note, l once dreamt of running my own 

caf®, so working at The Swing Caf® seemed ide-

al.  l could serve the community while improv-

ing  my understanding of the English language. 

       Thanks to a kind Hong Kong couple, l 

adapted quickly.  The caf® thrives on its            

volunteers and, through this experience,                      

l also gained a deeper understanding of the 

friendship between China and the UK.  

       l celebrated a warm Christmas, discovered 

the meaning of Easter and even improved my 

language skills while washing dishes.  Though 

my passion for caf® management eventually 

faded, this chapter remains a meaningful part 

of my artistic journey through life. 

   With good wishes     

    Wei Jiang 

LIVING  IS AN  ART:       
From Colinton Church to 

The Swing Café  

Adam Bruce Thomsonüs            
vision and The Swing      
CafŚüs Volunteer Mission 

Adam Bruce Thomson self-portrait (left)                             

and his painting of Colinton Church (above)                             

on display at the Edinburgh Art Festival 
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continued...page 12 

Dear Friends, 

It has been lovely to see some of 

you during the last couple of weeks 

now that my placement at Barclay 

Viewforth Church has finished.  I 

look forward to catching up with a 

few more people during the next 

few months, before I head off on 

the final stage of my training. 

       Spending six months with a 

church community is enough time 

to start feeling like you belong.  

You build up relationships with 

folk.  I have been given a  wide 

range of experience in leading  

worship, interacting with the 

young people and being part of a        

ministry team.  Therefore it was 

hard to say goodbye at the end of 

April, though I do plan to go back 

occasionally for worship. 

       Highlights have included          

leading worship for the all-age     

service on Palm Sunday, when we 

had  two processions into church:               

Pontius Pilate and his entourage 

marching in to a drum beat and 

Jesus, riding on a donkey,                      

surrounded by his followers who 

scattered palm leaves before him 

whilst the congregation sang 

ñMake Way, Make Wayò.  This          

was followed by a Q&A session 

with Pontius Pilate and Jesus, 

about who they were and the        

reasons why they were coming           

to Jerusalem. 

       I also led the early morning 

(well 8:30am, so not too early!) 

Easter Service on Blackford Hill.              

A joyful time, as we celebrated 

Christôs rising.  We made crosses 

from a piece of paper by a sort of 

origami, which you can see on the 

right.  When we returned to the 

church for the main service, we 

looked at the bits of paper left  

over and found we could make     

the word óLifeô.  In between, we 

were provided with a lovely          

breakfast in the church hall, which 

was a great time of fellowship. 

       Some of our Colinton members 

will remember that, during the     

early stages of lockdown, we               

explored Lukeôs Gospel, using a  

series of paintings by artist I. D. 

Campbell.  Drawing on that             

experience, I chose six paintings 

from the series, which took us on            

a journey through Lent.  At the 

evening services during Lent,                      

spilling over to the Sunday after 

Easter, and looking at the óRoad           

to Emmausô story, we explored        

the passages and the message         

associated with the video that          

accompanies each painting.  All 

those who came along were moved 

by the stories linked to the             

paintings and, combined with the 

reflections, we learnt more about 

Christôs purpose for us. 

       Being part of the worship team 

has been a real privilege but so 

have some of the pastoral opportu-

nities.  I accompanied the Barclay 

Viewforth Pastoral Associate on 

visits to elderly members.  I also         

contributed to a funeral the            

Associate led and joined her at 

some of the monthly Afternoon 

Fellowship gatherings for the 

elderly.  Pastoral care is such a 

valuable aspect of the churchôs 

ministry to the elderly and frail 

in their community, and I have 

still much to learn in this area. 

       Barclay Viewforth Church 

has a wonderful ministry team        

of which I loved being a part.  

We met weekly to plan worship,          

discuss some of the issues the 

church is facing, both nationally 

and locally and most weeks             

we spent time exploring the  

contents of books.  When I left, 

they were part way through Neil 

Gloverôs Finding our Voice: 

Searching for renewal in the 

mainline church.  It takes a  

stark look at the reality of the 

declining numbers which the 

Church is facing, but it is not       

all doom and gloom as Glover 

looks at green shoots and ways 

of nurturing them. 

       I feel very fortunate to              

have been at Barclay Viewforth 

Church for one of my place-

ments, but I am also acutely 

UPDATE FROM AN  OLM IN  TRAINING  

JANET SHEPHERD 
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Award-winning disabled Christian 

author, Emily Owen, pictured on 

the left, has created a fantastic      

video and resources to help               

churches hold their own Disability 

Awareness Sunday service on the 

theme of 'Made in God's Image'. 

       Emily shares her experience of 

completely losing her hearing and 

also having mobility difficulties, 

due to a neurological condition 

known as NF2.  As Emily says, 

ñWhen my legs wouldnôt move, 

Godôs image was still in me.ò   

FREE RESOURCES FOR DISABILITY AWARENESS SUNDAY / ΞΥth SEPTEMBER ΞΜΞΡ 

       A resource pack is available and 

free to download.  It contains a video, 

suggested prayers and songs, as well 

as ideas for the sermon.  Free post-

cards to give to everyone who attends 

can also be ordered. 

       This year, the date for Disability 

Awareness Sunday is 28th September, 

but churches can choose any date 

that is convenient for them.  The free 

resources pack can be ordered via the 

Through the Roof website at: 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘǊƻǳƎƘǘƘŜǊƻƻŦΦƻǊƎκ
ŦƻǊŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎκŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ-ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ-
ǎǳƴŘŀȅκ 

Image from Emily Owen website 

aware that many churches do not      

currently have the resources, or the 

indeed the congregational mix, that       

is there.  I hope I can take some of        

my learning and apply it as I move 

forward, while ensuring it is put in 

context for the new situations I face. 

       Quite a few of you have asked         

me what is next, but for the moment,  

I have time to reflect and explore to 

where my ministry calling is leading 

me.  I have finished all the academic 

requirements, assuming I pass the 

outstanding essays.  However, I              

may carry on, but at a slower pace,             

especially as I enter my probation 

year.   

       My probation year will be spent 

with Fiona Mathieson, who is the 

Minister at St Davidôs Carrick Knowe.  

This  will start in September and is  

for a full year, with a greater time 

commitment than I have been               

required to give whilst on placement.  

I am looking forward to working and 

learning from Fiona and also getting 

to know the congregation there. 

Janet Shepherd  

 OLM Candidate in Training and                 

 Edinburgh Pentlands Parsh Church Elder  

       I feel blessed that 

God has called me               

towards this ministry.           

As Jesus called his               

disciples to follow him, 

so he calls each one of 

us to follow him.  He 

may not be calling you 

to train for ministry, 

but I encourage you       

all to prayerfully       

consider if God has         

a new calling on your 

life.  It might be to 

spend more time in 

prayer, as there is so 

much for which prayer is needed at this time, 

both within our Edinburgh Pentlands Parish 

Church family, but also further afield. 

       May you know Godôs blessing on your lives, 

and may you walk more closely with Christ.  

UPDATE FROM AN  OLM IN  TRAINING  
continued... 

https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday/
https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday/
https://throughtheroof.org/forchurches/disability-awareness-sunday/


 

As many of you will know, our Camphill 

Community sits on Torphin Hill, at the edge 

of the Pentland Hills, above Colinton village.  

For those of you who are new to the area, or who 
have perhaps wandered up to the top of Torphin 

Road and wondered what the 

collection of  buildings under 
the face of the old quarry are, 

well - that is us.   

       We are a community of 

around 180 people and some 

folk are adults who need        
support.  We have been 

providing care and work    

opportunities to adults for          
32 years and our work has 

always been immensely       

enriched by the beautiful 
Pentland Hills which              

surround us.  To live or work 

in such a peaceful place, with 
breathtaking views over the 

city to the Forth and beyond 

to Fife, is something we               
never take for granted.  

       During many years here, 

we have spread through 
Colinton too, with homes            

on Woodhall Road and 
Woodhall Bank and, after 

renovating the old Torphin 

Golf Clubhouse, we now have a second base 

there.  It is named Hoyland House after our 

founders and youôll find us just as busy at work 
there, if thatôs your chosen dog-walk route.  

       We collect Green Waste in Colinton every 

Tuesday and deliver the compost we make from 

it.  We also supply firewood.  Youôve possibly 

seen us out in our trusty Yellow Tipper.  There 

are also teams which go out to work in the wider 
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community too and currently, you might find 

us working on the Water of Leith or at Jock           
Tamsonôs Garden at Duddingston.  We also 

manage our own estate and gardens, growing 

flowers and vegetables which we use within   
the community.  

       Creativity has always 

been central to our work 
too.  Finding ways in which 

we can all express ourselves 

through art and crafts,             
provides a balance to the 

physical outdoor work.           

We have a Print Studio,          

a Pottery, a Textile Hub 

and also a Woodworking             

Studio, where we work to 

create objects for ourselves 
to use in the community 

and for sale to the wider 

public.   

       Our next Open Day  

and Summer Fayre is on 

21st June from 10am-2pm.   
Both our sites at Torphin 

Holding and Hoyland 
House will be open.  Come 

and meet us there and see 

for yourself what it is that 
we do up here on the hill 

above Colinton.  Find out 

where your green waste goes, grab a beautiful 
hand-crafted item or two or a plant for your 

garden, along with some lunch or a cuppa.  

Hopefully the sun will shine.  

       Spoiler Alert: If you canôt make it on the 

21st  of June, we are hatching plans for a regular 

pop-up shop at Tiphereth where you will be 

able to buy the beautiful products we make.  

You saw it here first! 

TIPHERETH CAMPHILL IN  EDINBURGH 

LADIES BADMINTON  GROUP  

!ƊŜǊ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘƛŜǎ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻƴ нрǘƘ WǳƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ мтǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ WǳƴƛǇŜǊ DǊŜŜƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ Iŀƭƭ όŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƻƻŘƘŀƭƭ !ǾŜƴǳŜύ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ 
млŀƳ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŀ ŎƘŀǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ     
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ  CƻǊ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Iŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ                 
[ƛƴŘŀ {ƘŀǊǇ ƻƴ лмом про пфурΦ  



 

¢ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ              
ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ 
Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō 
{ǇǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ YƛǊƪƭŀƴŘǎ            
DŀǊŘŜƴ ƛƴ CƛŦŜΦ  tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Dƛƭƭ IŀǊǘ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ             
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǊǉǳŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜǊŜŘ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƻǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŘŀȅΣ пр ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǝƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ !Da ŀƴŘ /ǊŀƊ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ƻƴ нуǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ 
ŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŀƭƪǎΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ Ǝƻ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ 
ŀōƻǾŜ ƭŜƊΦ  

 мǎǘΥ  Cƛƻƴŀ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴ 
 нƴŘΥ .ƻō WƻƴŜǎ  
 оǊŘΥ  aŀǊƎƻ DƛƭŎƘǊƛǎǘ 
 

Lƴ aŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƛƴ 5Ǌ bŜƛƭΩǎ            
DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǘ 5ǳŘŘƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ - ǎŀŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
ǎƘƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ            
ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ   

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ƻƴ нмǎǘ WǳƴŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ   
ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ hǇŜƴ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ 
ǎŀƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƭƭŜƴȅ              
DŀǊŘŜƴ hǇŜƴ 5ŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  hǳǊ               
!ƴƴǳŀƭ hǳǝƴƎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ 5ǳƳŦǊƛŜǎ IƻǳǎŜΦ  

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ   

   5ƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ   
   aŀǊȅ 5ŀǾŜȅ       

   www.colintongardens.org.uk 

COLINTON GARDEN CLUB 
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OPEN DOOR BABY & TODDLER GROUP  
The Open Door Baby & Toddler Group operates               

on Tuesday mornings during school term time, in 

Hall 1 at Juniper Green Church.  This free service            
is run by volunteers and provides a safe, friendly    

environment for babies and pre-schoolers as well           

as the big people who look after them!  We regularly 
have between 15 - 25 little ones accompanied by 

mums, dads, grannies, grandas and child minders.  

The little ones enjoy playing in the various zones           
set up in the hall, before having a well-earned snack 

to recharge their batteries.  Then itôs back to the   

cars, dolls, trains and trikes.     

       During the 2024/2025 session, we have                      

welcomed new babies and watched the older          
babies grow, begin to crawl and take tentative        

steps.  Meanwhile, the toddlersô personalities are  

developing as they learn to make friends.  They        
provide many entertaining moments and itôs a  

pleasure to spend a few hours with them each week.    

       In June, as we come to the end of this session,          

we shall bid a fond farewell to our older toddlers as 
they move on to nursery and primary school.  Before 

we know it, weôll  be kicking off  the next session in   

August. 

 

           Linda Johnston 

Competition               

winners:                          

Margo, Bob                     

and Fiona 

Fionaôs winning 

entry is                      

pictured below 

AGM drinks anyone? 

This colourful chap 

joined the reception 

at Dr Neilôs Garden 

Images: Kath Hay 



 

 

F̜̙̌̈̓̕ 

Hamish Campbell 10th April  
 

A Thanksgiving Service for                

Alan Mackie took place at                        

Colinton Church on                                  

Saturday 3rd May.  A second one 

took place in London. 

PARISH REGISTER  
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 SAVE THE DATES Colinton &  
Merchiston Community Choir             
Open Rehearsals  

If you would like to see what it would be like to 

sing with our non-auditioning Community Choir, 

please join us for either, or both, of our Open             

Rehearsals, on Monday 8th and 15th of  September, 

starting at 7pm.  There  is no commitment to join 

or pay a fee, unless you decide to become a choir 

member for the full term. 

       We are a very welcoming choir, with a mixed 

range of ages, or singing and sight-reading ability. 

You do not need to have any experience of          

choral singing to enjoy singing with us. We will be 

rehearsing for our Christmas Concert on Monday 

evenings from 7:15pm - 9pm in the Memorial Hall 

at Merchiston Castle School, but itôs not a problem 

if you canôt be there for 7:15pm or have to leave 

early. Our rehearsals, with enthusiastic Director   

of Music, Tim Coleman, together with excellent 

Accompanist, Morley Whitehead, are so enjoyable, 

and we also have social events. For more infor-

mation please consult our website: 

 www.colintonchoir.org or our Facebook page. 

GREEN STROLLERS 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻŦ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  hǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǿŀƭƪ 
ǿŀǎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ нуǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭΦ 
¢Ŝƴ ǎǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎ ǎŜǘ ƻũ ŦǊƻƳ        

WǳƴƛǇŜǊ DǊŜŜƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ [ŜƛǘƘ 
ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ǇŀǘƘǎ ǘƻ aŜƎƎŜǘƭŀƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ          
ǎǳƴƴȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ōǊŜŜȊŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ Ŏƻƻƭ ƻƴ           
ƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƪΦ  !ǘ aŜƎƎŜǘƭŀƴŘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŬǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƴŀŎƪ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ  !ƊŜǊ 
ƭǳƴŎƘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ WǳƴƛǇŜǊ DǊŜŜƴΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻǊ            
ōȅ ŎŀǊΦ   

       ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ǿŀƭƪŜǊ ƻǊ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƭƭŜǊΣ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  [ƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 
ƻŦ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ tŜƴǘƭŀƴŘǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǝƳŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎΦ 

    Happy Strolling, 

    Jeanette Campbell 

Colinton Church painting by Moira Shirreff 

Proverbs 3: 1-2 

BIBLE READING NOTES 

The latest issue of Our Daily Bread for June, July and             

August is now available in both the Colinton and Juniper              

Green church buildings.  It is now time for us to make our          

regular donation to Our Daily Bread Ministries for providing            

the notes to us.  If you have enjoyed the notes, please make                

a  donation to Church Funds marked óBible Reading Notesô.                           

If you have any questions, please address them to                         

Michael Merriman at michael.merriman@btinternet.com             

with óBible Reading Notesô in the subject line. 

"My child, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands                     

in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and                   

bring you peace and prosperity.ò  

http://www.colintonchoir.org

