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¢ƛƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀΩŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ȅŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ                 

IŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ                

ŀǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ                        

L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ǊƻƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ-{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ Ƴȅ Ŭƴŀƭ ƻƴŜΦ   

       .ǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ǳǇπ

ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 

ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ..v ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

The sheep know their shepherd's 

voice.  He calls each of them by 

name and leads them out.  When 

he has led out all of his sheep, he 

walks in front of them, and they 

follow, because they know his 

voice.  John 10:3-4 
 

As I write this, I still firmly claim 

the title of ñthe New Ministerò 

though Iôm not quite sure where 

these opening months have gone!  

Many firsts have taken place, from 

leading my first communion and 

baptism, then moderating at my 

first Kirk Session to my first time 

joining with the Presbytery of             

Edinburgh and West Lothian.          

Not to mention the first meetings 

with so many of you, as strangers 

become faces known and stories 

are shared. 

     In time, the weight of firsts              

will carve out paths trodden and 

known.  New becomes less about 

being shiny, and more a caveat to 

any limitations on my knowledge 

or experience.  I am still learning 

about the people and rhythms of 

this place, understanding that 

which can only be gleaned in the 

months and years ahead.  I do          

recognise how much energy and 

effort has gone into reaching this 

point with a new minister.  As this 

minister becomes slightly less new 
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W ELCOME to the latest issue of our magazine  

LOTS OF FIRSTS 

and the sheen wears off, there is 

still much new for us to discover 

together.  The questions move 

from who will be the new minis-

ter, to who is the new minister, 

and who will we become together? 

     The question of who we are 

becoming is what will shape the 

years ahead.  As I am new, so too 

is Edinburgh Pentlands Parish 

Church.  As I encounter many 

firsts, so too do we encounter 

such new beginnings.  What 

comes must honour and draw 

from what has been, but also  

have the courage and freedom                

to discover what this new thing 

might become.    

     I do not know the path, but I do 

know the voice thatôs calling us.  

We will discover the way together, 

and we go, because we trust the 

voice of the Good Shepherd, who is 

beckoning us to where he already 

is.  I know the unknown of the new 

horizon can be daunting, scary 

even.  There can be a real and un-

derstandable fear of what will be 

lost and forgotten on the journey. 

But there is also great hope to be 

found in the simplest of truths:           

He knows your name. 

     The road is being uncovered,  

the exact destination may be un-

certain, but one thing is certain 

beyond doubt: you belong there.  

The heart of faith rests on a              

profound truth: the Creator of         

all things speaks your name and 

you know His voice.   

     I truly believe there is an              

exciting journey of discovery ahead 

for us as a church, but the steps are 

trod in the faith of that truth.  You 

belong, and just as you belong, so 

too does the person next to you. 

For now, they may be strangers, 

but in time, they too can be faces 

known, with stories shared.  

 

Every blessing, 

Rev. Callum Macfarlane-Grieve 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ aŀƴǎŜ ƻƴ [ŀƴŀǊƪ 

wƻŀŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нтǘƘ WǳƴŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ 

ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǇрΦ 

     aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ          

ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪ - ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ƛƴ  

ǘƘŜ !ǳǘǳƳƴΣ ǎƻ ŘƛŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘȅΦ                               
      

      IŀǇǇȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ 

   CŜƭƛŎŜ 9ŘƛǘǊƛŎŜ 
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Despite imagining that I am a              

cosmopolitan citizen of the world, 

my fellow Glaswegians can tell             

almost immediately from my                  

accent that I am one of them,              

often effortlessly naming the area                   

I come from in the city.   

     To set the record straight, Iôm       

from Pollokshaws in the south side          
of the city, though Iôve been living           

in Edinburgh with my wife Gill, and  

latterly, with our daughter Claire, 
(now aged 23), for the past thirty 

years.  After leaving school, I studied 

philosophy and theology for six           
years and then worked in ministry 

(Roman Catholic church) for nine 

years, in the Archdiocese of Glasgow.  

     On leaving active ministry,                  

for fifteen years I worked as a            

teacher of philosophy and religious 

studies in secondary schools.  

This included one year in Currie 
High School and twelve years at 

Firrhill High School, where I was 

principal teacher of Religious, 
Moral and Philosophical Studies.  

You, or someone in your family, 

may even have passed through 
my classroom.   

    Music was always an important 

part of my life.  As a child, every 
Saturday morning I was sent to 

piano accordion and guitar              
lessons, and it was only in my  

late teens that I first took lessons 

in piano and organ - that was 
with Walter Blair, who was, at the 

time, the organist at what is now                     

Helensburgh Parish Church.   

     I continued my music studies, 

completing a BMus degree at 

Glasgow University, then a year 
at teacher training college and 

finally obtaining a PhD in                 

musicology at the University of 
Edinburgh.   

     On leaving Firrhill High School 

in 2007, I changed career once 
again and from then until my  

retirement in 2024, I taught           

music at Aberdeen University, 
where I became Professor of        

Music, specialising in musicology.  

NOTES FROM A MUSICIAN 

Edward Campbell 

Organist 

Juniper Green Church 

     A few years ago, Rev. Jim 

Dewar, then minister of            
Juniper Green Parish Church, 

asked me to say a few words 

about my job during the           
Sunday service.  I was quite 

surprised when some people in 

the congregation commented 
on how lucky I was to have a 

job which I clearly loved so 

much - and they were right.   

     My university position gave  

me opportunities to mix with 
interesting people, to travel to 

a number of other countries 

(for research trips, conferences 
and PhD examining), to pub-

lish books and articles and to 

develop my own understanding 
of musical and philosophical 

questions, which continue to 

intrigue me. 

      In my retirement, I have          

continued to carry out re-

search, publishing my own 
work and editing the work of 

other scholars (musicology is a 

real cottage industry).  Iôm not 
sure what Iôd do if I stopped.   

     In the 1990s, I was organist 

at Martyrsô Church of Scotland 
Parish in Paisley and then in 

Currie Kirk (when Willis Jones 

was minister).   

     More recently, on a number 

of occasions I substituted for 
Florence Kinnear as organist  

at Juniper Green Church.  I 

always enjoyed playing there 
and was very pleased to be 

asked to be the organist, work-

ing with Callum at the start of 
his ministry, and supporting 

the congregation in song at this 

key and interesting moment in 
the life of Edinburgh Pentlands 

Parish Church.  

 

         Eddie Campbell 
Juniper Green Church                                             

left and above 
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Stairlift at Dreghorn Loan Hall 

The new stairlift has now been installed 

and keys for its use are available for      

organisations that lease the Hall.  We 
are grateful to those individuals and 

organisations who specifically donated 

towards its purchase and installation. 
 

Projectors and sound system                  

at Juniper Green Church 

In May, new projectors were installed  
at Juniper Green Church.  Hopefully, 

once teething problems are resolved, 
they will provide a better quality of            

image and last for many more years.   

At the Kirk Session May meeting,            
funding to improve the sound system  

was authorised.  As yet, we  do not have 

a date for this to be implemented. 
 

External Lighting at Juniper                   

Green Church 

The Kirk Session has also authorised 
spending on repairing and replacing  

UPDATE FROM THE SESSION CLERK 

the external lighting at Juniper Green 

Church.  It is intended this work will 
be completed during the summer, 

before the darker mornings return! 
 

Eldersô Conference 

At the services on 24th May, members 
of the congregation were invited to 

complete two ñluggage labelsò with 

questions.  They will be collated and 
the inputs discussed as part of the 

activities at the Eldersô Conference 

taking place on 20th  June.  
 

Childrenôs Area at Colinton 

Church 

The May Kirk Session also authorised 

the creation of a Childrenôs Area at 

Colinton Church.  This will be similar 

to the one at Juniper Green Church 
and will be created by removing two 

of the side pews near the front, on the 

right hand side of Colinton Church. 

Ian Morrison 

Session Clerk 

 
EDINBURGH PENTLANDS PARISH CHURCH ~ BARBECUE 

When: 1pm on Saturday 27
th
 June 

Where: The Manse gardens, 418 Lanark Road, Edinburgh 

Cost: Suggested donation Ã5pp 
 

This will be a great opportunity to gather as a church family,                                                               

enjoy some delicious food, get to know each other better and                                                                 

make new friends in our new, secluded Manse gardens.  

Sign-up sheets will soon be available so we know how many people                                                       

will be coming.  Please also let us know if there are any dietary needs. 

Due to limited parking nearby, you are encouraged to travel there by                                                        

bus or by walking, but if people need a lift, we hope to coordinate                                                          

with those willing to car-share. 

Further details will be made available through the weekly                                                                    

Update for Edinburgh Pentlands Parish Church  
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On 28th March this year I attended 

Eco Congregation Scotlandôs 25
th
 

anniversary and annual gathering 

in Perth.  I really enjoyed taking 

part and was encouraged to learn 

what churches all over Scotland 

are doing to help the environment.  

Here are a few ideas I brought 

back. 

     Tayside Biodiversity Partnership 

gave me a packet of non-genetically 

modified sunflower seeds.  I sowed 
them at Easter and it has been               

exciting to see them appear and 

start to grow.  I hope to hand-
pollinate them, and then save their 

seeds to give to anyone who would 

like some.  Sunflowers help bio-
diversity, as they are a good food 

source for pollinators and birds.  

GROWING  SUNFLOWERS 
Image provided by the author 

B IKE &  SCOOTER RACKS  
Image: Dalmeny & Queensferry                               

Parish Church, used with permission 

I NSTALLING SOLAR                      
PANELS &  LOW  CARBON 

HEATING 
Image: David Bethune,                                      
used with permission 

     Dalmeny & Queensferry             

Parish Church of Scotland have 
installed bike racks at both their 

buildings.  The local children 

also use the racks for scooters.  
The racks were funded by            

Cycling Scotland and Edinburgh            

Community Climate Action                
Networkôs Greenlight funding. 

     Having these racks means that 
church and church hall users can 

now park their bikes and scooters 
securely. 

     Selkirk Parish Church of              
Scotland is a B-listed building in          

a conservation area. They fitted 40 

solar panels on their church roof in 
2012.   The panels were part-funded           

by a UK Government Low Carbon 

Buildings grant, and a loan from 
the General Trustees of the Church 

of Scotland.  Selkirk Parish Church 

paid the rest of the cost out of their 
own funds.  Any electricity generat-

ed by the solar panels, which the 

church doesnôt use, is fed into the 
national grid and the church              

receives payment for it.  Selkirk 

Parish Church plans to put this     
income towards installing a low 

carbon heating system.  

Article provided by a member                                   
of the congregation 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ hǇŜƴ wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ тǇƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ IŀƭƭΣ aŜǊŎƘƛǎǘƻƴ /ŀǎǘƭŜ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭΣ /ƻƭƛƴǘƻƴ wƻŀŘΦ  hǳǊ ƻǇŜƴ 

ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ  

ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ - ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΦ 

     ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ƴƻƴ-

ŀǳŘƛǝƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ 

ƻŦ ŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƘǘ-ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 

ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ   

     ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ 

bƻǿŜƭƭ  ōȅ ±ŀǳƎƘŀƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ                  

Lƴ ¢ŜǊǊŀ tŀȄ ōȅ CƛƴȊƛΣ ŀƴŘ DŀǳŘŜǘŜ 

Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊƻƭǎΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ              

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΦ 

     !ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎΣ ƻǳǊ 

ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ 

тΦмрǇƳ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ŀǘ фǇƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

тΦмрǇƳ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ  

     ¢ƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ IŀƭƭΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ               

ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

ǘǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ 

vǳŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŘƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ƘŀƴŘ 

ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴΦ 

     ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŧǳƴ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ 

ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǝŎ 

ŀƴŘ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎΣ 

¢ƛƳ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛǎǘΣ 

ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ƪƴƻǿƴ 

aƻǊƭŜȅ ²ƘƛǘŜƘŜŀŘΦ  

     CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ         

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿǿǿΦŎƻƭƛƴǘƻƴŎƘƻƛǊΦƻǊƎ  

 

 Margaret Kieran,                                                 
 on behalf of the Choir 

Open Rehearsals ~ 7
th 
and 14

th 
September 

http://www.colintonchoir.org
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Gatherings take place during school term time           

on Tuesday mornings, in Hall 1 at Juniper Green 
Church.  This free service is run 

by volunteers Karen Berry,         

Yvonne Hunter, Linda Grigor and 
Linda Johnston.  They provide a 

safe, friendly environment for 

babies, pre-schoolers and the          
big people who look after them! 

       We regularly have between  

15  and 25 little ones, who are  
accompanied by mums, dads, 

grannies, grandads and child-
minders.  The wee ones enjoy 

playing in the various zones set 

up in the hall, before enjoying  a 
well-earned snack to recharge 

their batteries.  Then itôs back to 

reading books, colouring-in, the 
trikes, trains, dolls and kitchen 

area.     

       During the 2025-2026            
session, we have welcomed new 

babies, watched older babies grow and the tod-

dlers develop their personalities.  They provide 
many entertaining moments 

and it is a pleasure to spend a 

few hours with them each 
week, before getting our óhigh 

fiveô as they leave.  

       As we come to the end of 
the current session in June, we 

will bid a fond farewell to our 

older toddlers as they move on 
to nursery and primary school.   

      We also bid farewell to a 
long-standing childminder 

who retires this summer.  She 

has been coming to the Open 

Door sessions for nearly 30 

years, initially as a parent, 

then as a childminder.   

      Roll on August when it all            

begins once again with the 

2026-2027 gatherings! 
 

                     Linda Johnston 

EDINBURGH PENTLANDS 
GUILD OF FRIENDSHIP 
 

We have enjoyed a very varied                        

programme of events during the 

last few months. 

     Our Guest Speaker from The            

Museum of Childhood gave an           
illustrated and very interesting       

talk on books through the ages.  

There was lots of interaction as              
we recalled our favourites, from 

The Water Babies through           

Ladybird Books, to today's                       
Gruffalo. 

     A retired police constable, 

dressed as his alter ego, described 

his life experiences of growing up  
in Leith, and his career in the police 

in the 1940ôs.  

     The Haver Quartet from Live 

Music Now proved yet again how 

talented these young musicians 
are.  Then there was lots of fun                

and creativity when we arranged                  

flowers for Easter and decorated 
hard-boiled eggs. 

     Jean was a very busy lady who 

always found time for a ócuppaô 
or a chat, usually including funny 

anecdotes and lots of jokes.   

     As Treasurer of the Guild, the                

accounts were immaculately kept 

and commented on.  Perhaps the 
wee G & T on a Thursday with 

Peter helped !  Jean supported 

Peter, her late husband, in his 
duties as an Elder.  He was part 

of Christian Action for many 
years.   

     Jean walked with the Green 
Strollers, and organised games 

afternoons and lively evenings 

playing bingo in local care 
homes, whilst maintaining a 

beautiful garden.  

     Jean...enjoy putting your feet 
up when not doing your physical 

exercises, and enjoy spending 

time with your family down 
south.  
 

                    Margaret Woodrow 

     Our AGM was successful and 

was followed by a fun afternoon 
of Bingo.  

     Guild of Friendship is taking  
a break during the summer and 

plans to resume meetings on 

September 10th at 2pm in Hall 2 
at Juniper Green Church.  Please 

come and join us - ladies and 

gentlemen - you will all be made 
very welcome.  
 

And finally...  
 

Guild members are always keen 

to hear from former members 
who have moved away from the 

area, and I am happy to pass on 

greetings from Mrs Jean Bruce 
who sends love to all at the Guild 

of Friendship congregation.  

THE OPEN DOOR BABY & TODDLER GROUP  
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A treasure that reflects devotion, 
hard work and incredible artistry 
sits on a tiny island within the 
Orkney Isles.  Some readers may 
have heard of this special place 
but may not have travelled there, 

so let me explain moreΦ 

     hƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ [ŀƳō IƻƭƳ 

ǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭΣ ŀ ǘǊǳƭȅ 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ 

ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ 

ƻŦ ǿŀǊΦ  L ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ hǊƪƴŜȅ LǎƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ 

ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ [ŀƳō IƻƭƳ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 

ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ  

     Lƴ мфофΣ Ia{ wƻȅŀƭ hŀƪ ǿŀǎ 

ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ {ŎŀǇŀ CƭƻǿΣ ōǳǘ 

ǎŀƴƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƎŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƊŜǊ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǧŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ  

ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ 

ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 

¦Y ƴŀǾŀƭ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘΦ     

     !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǧŀŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ 

ǿƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 

Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭ .ŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΩ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻũ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ {ŎŀǇŀ Cƭƻǿ  

ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƴŀǾŀƭ ƅŜŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ             

ǎŜŎǳǊŜΦ  ! ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƴǇƻǿŜǊ 

ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘπ

ŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ 

ƻŦ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 

ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ  !ǊƻǳƴŘ 

слл ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ŀƳǇ сл ƻƴ  

[ŀƳō IƻƭƳ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΦ   

     .ǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎŀƳǇ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ CǊ DƛŀŎƻōŀȊȊƛΣ ƘŀŘ         

ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ aŀƧƻǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

tȅǊŜǎ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǝǎƘ 

ƻŶŎŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ  Lǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŀǘ aŀƧƻǊ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ 

ƭƻǾŜŘ LǘŀƭȅΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǝƳŜ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŘŀȅǎΦ  IŜ 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŘƳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǎƻ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƘŜ 

ǎŀƛŘ ΨȅŜǎΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ   

ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ             

ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎΦ 

     Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ            

bƛǎǎŜƴ Ƙǳǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ  aŜǘŀƭ bƛǎǎŜƴ Ƙǳǘǎ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊŜǧȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ 

ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

ŀǊǝǎǘΣ 5ƻƳŜƴƛŎƻ /ƘƛƻŎŎƘŜǩ 

ŦǊƻƳ aƻŜƴŀΣ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘ-

Ŝŀǎǘ LǘŀƭȅΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ 

ŀǳǎǘŜǊŜ Ƙǳǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΦ             

AN ISLAND SANCTUARY 
¢ƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ƛƴ hǊƪƴŜȅ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ 
ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƭƛƊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ                        
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŀǊ 

Continues...p9 

Domenico Chiocchetti, 

pictured far left, on 

one of his many visits 

he made to the Chapel 

in order to maintain 

the artwork. 

 

The interior of the                       

Chapel (left) 

https://www.orkney.com/listings/churchill-barriers
https://www.orkney.com/listings/churchill-barriers
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Saint George is the patron saint                    
of soldiers, knights and cavalry.     

! ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ wƻƳŀƴ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ                 
/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ƳŀǊǘȅǊΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ                    
Lǘŀƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ                              
Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎΦ  

 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ                     
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊΣ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ                              
Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ                        
ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎϥ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƻǾŜǊ ŎŀǇǝǾƛǘȅΣ                             
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ                                    

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 5ƻƳŜƴƛŎƻ                    
/ƘƛƻŎŎƘŜǩΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ                        
ƻƴƭȅ ōŀǊōŜŘ ǿƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜΦ 

IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ           

ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ - ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ 

DƛǳǎŜǇǇŜ tŀƭǳƳōƛΣ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘΣ 

ŀƴŘ 5ƻƳŜƴƛŎƻ .ǳǧŀǇŀǎǘŀΣ ŀ 

ŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊΦ 

     Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŎƪŜǘΣ 5ƻƳŜƴƛŎƻ           

/ƘƛƻŎŎƘŜǩ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ    

ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎŀǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ  

ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƭŜƊ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ aŀŘƻƴƴŀ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘΣ ōȅ 

ŀǊǝǎǘ bƛŎƻƭƻ .ŀǊŀōƛƴƻΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ      

ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ /ƘƛƻŎŎƘŜǩ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ 

ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ƛƴ             

ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇ             

/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΣ aŀƧƻǊ .ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ 

ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

ǾŜǊȅ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǊǝǎǘΣ /ƘƛƻŎŎƘŜǩ 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘ-

ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘπ

ƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭΦ 

     bƻǿΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŀƊŜǊ  

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭΣ       

ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ hǊƪƴŜȅϥǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƻǾŜŘ 

ŀǧǊŀŎǝƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ hǊƪƴŜȅ Ŧƻƭƪ 

An Island Sanctuary...continued 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ aƻŜƴŀ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƻŎŎƘŜǩ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ hǊƪƴŜȅ LǎƭŜǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǝƳŜΦ   

     /ƘƛƻŎŎƘŜǩϥǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ 

[ŜǝȊƛŀΣ ƛǎ IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 

/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ  {ƘŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ          

ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊϥǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ōȅ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ        

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭΦ  !ƴǘƻƴŜƭƭŀ tŀǇŀΣ 

ŀ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŀǊǝǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ wƻƳŜ 

ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƻǊƪ 

Editor Kath and                         
her cousins 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛǎǝƴŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭΣ ŀƭǎƻ 

ǎǇŜƴǘ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 

ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ                      

/ƘƛƻŎŎƘŜǩϥǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎΦ   

     ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 

ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ 
Kath Hay 
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   Wendy, our Speakersô Secretary, has already 

finalised our programme of talks and a super        
selection it is too.  Elspeth, our Secretary, has  

organised our summer outing, which is a private 

visit to Thirlestane Castle, near Lauder.    

     We also have several members actively re-

searching some of the buildings, houses and 
many other aspects of Colinton in preparation for 

yet another book, which will be published by the 

time that we start our new season.  The research 
has thrown up quite a few surprises and little 

known facts.  For instance, did you know: 

¶ Before Dreghorn Castle was bought by the    

War Department, it had housed two board-

ing schools in the late 1800s and the early 
1900s 

¶ The óColinton Mannerô was the name given     

to the style of low-eaved houses that Robert 

Lorimer designed 

¶ At the time they were planning to broaden 

Gillespie Bridge, there was serious discus-

sion about knocking it down and re-routing 

it across Spylaw Park, and joining Gillespie 
Road at the top of Downes Nursery 

¶ Before Redhall House was built, there was a     

Redhall Castle which was captured and then 

destroyed by Cromwell in 1650  

¶ We had several Charity Homes in Colinton;         

for instance The William Fraser Homes and                                       
The Flora Hastings Homes 

 

aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ  
ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀȅƭƛǎǘ 
Ŏŀƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ   
ŘŜƳŜƴǝŀΦ  Lǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 
ƳƻƻŘΣ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘŀǎƪǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŜǾƻƪŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎŀǊŜǊǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǝǾŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ Ǉƭŀȅƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƳŜƴǝŀΦ   

     ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ мс ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎŀǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊΦ  tƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
ŦǊŜŜ ōǳǘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ aƻǊƴƛƴƎǎƛŘŜ IƻǇŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ   

      

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜΣ                 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƻǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ                            

WŀŎǉǳƛ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅΣ лтуоп осп сну ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ                                     
ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘϪ 

          ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎƛŘŜǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ            

5ŀǘŜΥ  CǊƛŘŀȅ мфǘƘ WǳƴŜ 
¢ƛƳŜΥ  млŀƳ ς пǇƳ  

±ŜƴǳŜΥ  aƻǊƴƛƴƎǎƛŘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ                           
9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ 9Iмл с.v 

 

 
Information provided by Steven Leung 

Our winter meetings came to a               

close at our AGM at the end of 

March, but much work still goes           

on, as we are now preparing               

for the start of the Societyôs 

2026/2027 season in October.   

These are only a fraction of the fascinating things 

our members are discovering as they carry out          
research éand guess what, you will find out 

more when our new book comes out!   

     Finally, a reminder that we have an excellent 

website which we are continually developing.               

It is certainly worth a look.          
 

Derek Douglas, Archivist 

www.colintonhistory.org.uk   

Thirlestane Castle 

Dreghorn Castle 

mailto:pastoralassistant@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk
mailto:pastoralassistant@morningsideparishchurch.org.uk
http://www.colintonhistory.org.uk
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I WONDER WHAT YOU THINK OF 
WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT PRAYER 

Is the first thing that comes into your 

mind the prayers during the service           
on a Sunday?  Or is it Prayer Space, the 

group that meets on Tuesday evenings? 
Or the Prayer Space outline which              

offers suggestions of things to pray 

about during the week?  Or when you 
are out in Godôs creation enjoying its 

beauty ï marvelling at tiny flowers or 

gazing in awe at the vastness of the 
seas and mountains? 

      Put simply, prayer is talking with 
God.  It happens any time we pause 

and turn to God.  It can be times when 

we have lots to say to God ï or times of 
great joy or frustration.  It can be times 

when we have no words and are seek-

ing Godôs comfort or consolation. 

PRAYER 

       Sometimes prayers can be inspired 

by the words in the Bible.  Words 
which describe God as a God who          

listens and responds with love.  Some-

times when we have no words, we can 
turn to the Bible for words to pray.  

       Jesus offered us a form of prayer 
which we can use ï the Lordôs Prayer. 

We can commit the words to memory 

and recite them.  We can also use the 
structure to help guide us in our own 

prayers ï beginning with reflecting on 
who God is, then moving to bring our 

worries and concerns to God, before 

ending with praise to our eternal,           
loving God. 

 

            Gemma King 

Images: Kath Hay 

This is an historically rich site, dating 

back to the 11
th 
century.  During the 

past 20 years, the owners, Caroline  

and Andrew Thomson, have restored 
the Walled Garden to its current, 

award-winning state.  Caroline is a  

descendant of the Quaker-Backhouse 
family, well-known botanists who           

revolutionised plant breeding in the 

19th and 20th century.  She delivered a 
detailed talk about the history of the 

estate and the story of its plants.   

     The gardens hold the National            

Collection of Narcissus Backhouse          

cultivars.  Sarah Backhouse (1857ï
1921) is credited as a pioneering, but 

often overlooked breeder, who devel-

oped the first pink-crowned daffodil.  
There is also a family link, through 

marriage, to Mary, Queen of Scots           

and this deep historical connection  

enriches the heritage of Rossie Estate, 

adding an intriguing layer to its                   

fascinating past.   

     Charles Darwin corresponded                 

with the Backhouse family in the                  
19th century.  He conducted 

many experiments as part of 

his research into the purpose  
of the water-repellent layer  

on  brassica leaves (bloom).   

       More than a 100 years           
later, Darwinôs findings are 

still relevant today, where 

bloom plays a crucial role in                  
determining the shelf-life and                 

transportation of vegetables and fruits.   

     Garden Club members ended their 

fascinating visit with coffee and cake.  

Their next trip will be to Abbotsford 
House & Garden in June.   

     If you would like to find out more 

about Colinton Garden Club, just  
get in touch by email:  

Publicity@colintongardens.org.uk  

MEMBERS OF COLINTON GARDEN 
CLUB TRAVELLED TO BACKHOUSE 
ROSSIE ESTATE IN  FIFE FOR THEIR 

SPRING OUTING   

mailto:Publicity@colintongardens.org.uk
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The Bethany Welcome Centre has recently 

been fortunate enough to receive funding 

from Edinburgh City Council to extend its 

work during the summer months.   

     The Centre provides sleeping accommodation 

and two-course hot meals to Edinburghôs  homeless 
community.  Typically, this support runs from                              

October to Spring, focusing on the coldest nights              

of the year.  However, the funding extension now 
bridges the summer gap and will guarantee support 

is provided until Spring 2027.  This means that           
nobody needs to sleep outdoors on our streets.  
 

CAN  YOU HELP?  

However, the year-round service 

also means an increased need for 
volunteer teams to provide meals 

at the Centre.  The current rota 

includes church groups from           
Edinburgh and the Lothians,  

each making regular commitments to help on a 

weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis. 

     As regular Care Van contributors, Edinburgh 

Pentlands Parish Church has been approached to 

provide a cooking team.  If we have enough volun-
teers this could work and would give us an outreach 

opportunity.  We need to carefully gauge interest,  
to be sure we make a realistic commitment, which  

is likely to be either monthly or bi-monthly.  The 

role of the cooking team is likely  to involve cooking 

the food on church premises (either during the  

day or in the early evening), re-heating, then           
serving meals to the people who are making use           

of this service.   

     The team will also be chatting and making  
those folk feel comfortable at the Welcome Centre            

during the evening.  Volunteers might prefer to 

support one part of this undertaking or a different 
one, so we can be flexible to suit our volunteers.  

For example, some may prefer to prepare the meal 

during the day, while others may find serving in 
the evening easier.   

     Nothing has been agreed or decided at this 
point, as we shape our Edinburgh Pentlands input, 

but we aim to fulfil Bethany Christian Trustôs             

service needs.  

     If anyone is interested in exploring this               

opportunity, please contact Sarah Rhynas at               
sarah@rhynas.co.uk 

BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOXES 
 

The Kirk Session has agreed to support the Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal for 2026.  More details will follow when  
information is received, but this is a óheads upô to get        
you thinking about preparing a shoebox for later this year.   
 

Thanking you in advance for your support for this very 
worthwhile cause. 
 

 

          Irene Falla & Margaret Woodrow 

mailto:sarah@rhynas.co.uk
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THE GREEN STROLLERS 

hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ рǘƘ aŀȅΣ ǘŜƴ {ǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎ ǎŜǘ ƻũ ŦǊƻƳ                    
WǳƴƛǇŜǊ DǊŜŜƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
[ŜƛǘƘ ǘƻ YƛƴƎǎƪƴƻǿŜΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ǇŀǘƘ 
ǘƻ aŜƎƎŜǘƭŀƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƴŀŎƪ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ 
ƳƻǊŜ {ǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎΦ  [ǳƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ WǳƴƛǇŜǊ DǊŜŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǿŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŬƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ             
ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƭǳƴŎƘΗ   

hǳǊ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΥ  !ƭƳƻǎǘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŀ                
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀǘ WǳƴƛǇŜǊ DǊŜŜƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ                     
ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ                    
DǊŜŜƴ {ǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀƭƪǎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ   
ǇŜǊƳƛǩƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нр {ǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ                   
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мл ǘƻ мр ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŀƭƪΦ  

     5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ             
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǝƳŀǝƻƴǎΦ  5ƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ 
 

    Keep Strolling 

    Jeanette  

 
14th Oct:  Cameron Wylie, former principal of 

George Heriot's School, will talk about his book 

of anecdotes from his life in education   

21
st
 Oct:  Alex Renton will expound his book 

Stiff Upper Lip, on the uses and abuses found in 

Britain's boarding schools 

28
th
 Oct:  Kath Hay will tell the story behind an 

icon, Our Lady of Ostrabrama, a copy of which 

can be found in Falkland Palace, Fife   

04
th 
Nov:  Former police detective Tom Wood        

will speak about his book, The Bombing of             

Edinburgh and Leith 1939-1942.  There is both               

tragedy and farce in the stories of local people 

under attack from the Luftwaffe   

11
th 
Nov:  A smaller 'war' that took place in                  

1823 is the subject of Chris Whatley's talk, 

Harvie's Dyke.  This was a wall built by a           

Glasgow distiller to block public access to the 

banks of the Clyde.  It was the focus of one                   

of the earliest fights for the right to roam in 

Scotland   

18
th 
Nov:  Edinburgh G&S Society will present                  

HMS Pinafore with David Lyle, Music Director  

25
th 
Nov: Scottish storyteller Donald Smith            

will explore the rewilding of epic stories by 

which nature and ecology come to prominence 

in great Folk Tales   

        é.and there will be more to follow! 

The óLitô 
Colinton Literary Society 

The Colinton Lit committee is                

working hard to prepare yet another             
superb banquet of Guest Speakers 

and events for the 114th session.                   

Yes - the óLitô has been in operation 
for a very long time!  

     On the right are just some of the 

fabulous topics that will be presented 
in the 2026-2027 session - so diaries 

at the ready.  The first talk will be 

held on 14th October.   

     Meetings take place on Wednesday 

evenings in Dreghorn Loan Hall, 
Colinton.    

     Coffee, tea and wine are served 

from 7.30pm and the talk or event 
starts at 8pm, ending at about 9pm.   

     Do come and join us - you will be 

made very welcome.  
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A reminder of the             
incredible, beautiful 
artwork, created by 

artist Chris Rutterford, 
pictured above                                 

in Colinton Tunnel 
and also...  

...in Cuddies Lane,   
leading down to                 
Colinton Church  

Images: Kath Hay 


